
Meitei

Identity: The Meitei are the largest 
Tibeo-Burman people to convert to 
Hinduism. They are closely related to 
the Kuki-Chin cluster and as such their 
culture represents a blend between 
Indian and Tibeto-Burmese peoples. 
They are the major ethnicity in the 
Indian state of Manipur.

Lifestyle: The Meitei are primarily 
engaged in agriculture, cultivating 
such cash crops as sugar-cane, tobacco, 
maize, fruit, and bamboo. Tigers and 
elephants are hunted in groups, and 
every man is expected to be able to 
engage in this endeavor. Women enjoy 
a high economic status and control the 
traditional retail markets, including the 
vegetable and clothing trades. Unrest 
in Manipur due to a violent indepen-
dence movement has hurt the econo-
my and resulted in massive extortion 
by rebel groups of their own people. 

Customs: The Meitei are well known 
for their athleticism and competi-

tive sports between clans. One of their 
sports, called Sagol Kangjei, was adapted 
into the international game of Polo by 
British soldiers who encountered the 
sport while stationed in Manipur. The 
game was originally played exclusively 
by persons of royal blood.

Religion: The ancient ethnic religion 
of the Meitei, known as Sanamahism, 
centers on the worship of a triune God 
known as Sidaba Mapu. This religion 
gradually began to give way to Hindu 
influence around 300 years ago, though 
not without significant resistance. 
Today, adherance to their ancient 
ethnic religion remains strong even 
among those who are ardent devotees to 
Vaishnavism (worship of Vishnu as the 
supreme deity in the Hindu pantheon). 
Always fond of dance, the Meithei are 
well-known for their performance of the 
traditional Lord Khrisna dance drama.

Christian Outreach: Recent church-
planting breakthroughs among the 

Meitei are a growing sign 
that the Meitei may one day 
experience a people-move-
ment to Christ like almost 
all other Tibeto-Burman 
peoples in India. Though the 
presence of Hinduism has 
made them more resistant 
to the gospel, the desire for 
independence from India 
has also caused many to 
question their allegience to 
Hinduism. 

How to Pray:
There are now over 100 
churches among the Meitei. 
Pray for strong national 
leaders to assume the role of 
pastoring these new church-
es, and for the smooth tran-
sition from missionary-led 
initiatives in evangelism and 
church-planting to national 
ownership of these primary 
responsibilities.

Meitei society is divided 
into three major groups: 
Brahmins, Kshatriyas and 
occupational castes. Pray 
that the gospel might impact 
every level of society. Pray 
especially for the leaders of 
upper caste clans which are 
considered as royalty. Pray 
that this influential group 
might be won to Christ.

Conflict between Chris-
tian tribes in Manipur has 
been a hinderance to the 
spread of the gospel among 
the Meitei. Pray for recon-
ciliation and repentance.

Every year 14,000 
Meitei die 

without Christ.

Quick Facts
Population: 1,600,000
    India: 1,500,000
    Bangladesh: 100,000
Location: Manipur State
Lang. Family: Tibeto-Burman
Religion: Hindu
Believers: 0.25%
Scriptures: NT, OT
Ministry Tools: JGRT
Church Status: 3
Mission Status: 2
MS Subgroups: 10+
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Class A- Are members of a Culturally Relevant Church
Class B- Have close accss to a CRC, but have not yet joined
Class C- Have no reasonable or close access to a CRC

Indigenous Church Development Stage
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Ratio of non-Christians 
for every 1 Christian
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