
Oromo Muslims

Identity: The Oromo are a Cushitic 
people, related to the Somali. Around 
the 13th century they migrated north 
from Somalia into the highland plains 
of Ethiopia. They are divided into 
numerous tribes (12 major) and sub-
tribes, the majority of which converted 
to Islam in the last 400 years.
 
Lifestyle: The Oromo were originally 
pastoral nomads, and this way of life 
has continued for many Oromo tribes, 
especially in the south. Over time, 
some Oromo began to intermarry 
with the Amhara (north and east), and 
adopted a more sedentary lifestyle. The 
region of Oromia in Ethiopia is noted 
for its coffee production (115,000 tons 
annually), cattle (17m. head), sheep 
(6.9m), goats (4.8m) and beehives 
(2.5m). The average rural farm consists 
of about 1.1 hectares.

Customs: The central institution of 
Oromo society is the gada system, 
which is an ancient democratic as-

sembly with elected leaders. A male will 
enter membership in the gada exactly 
forty years after his father joined. The 
Oromo pride themselves on the fact that 
their society is more egalitarian than 
the hierarchically structured Amhara. 
Among the Oromo any male can be 
elected to leadership, based on their cha-
risma or exploits in battle and hunting. 

Religion: Conversion to Islam began in 
the 1500s, but accelerated in the 19th 
century when many tribal leaders began 
to embrace the faith to strengthen ties 
with the Muslim trading community. 
The process of conversion is still ongo-
ing and much of the traditional Oromo 
religion remains. Due in part to the 
practice of offering land near mosques 
to those who would say Friday prayers, 
Islamic observances became the practice 
of a choice few, and the vast majority 
remain only nominal adherants.

Christian Outreach: A breakthrough 
among the Arsi with over 200 churches 

established is an encouraging 
development for reaching 
the rest of the Oromo tribes. 
The Arsi are a strategic 
Oromo tribe of 2.1 million 
which is predominately 
Muslim.  An ingenious dis-
cipleship method has been 
developed among an Oromo 
nomadic group which uses 
a system of biblical pictures 
to help tribal elders teach 
their own people. Over 40 
churches have now been es-
tablished among this group.

How to Pray:
The complexity of the 
Oromo demands a much 
higher deployment of mis-
sionaries. Pray for effec-
tive training and strategic 
placement of discple-making 
teams among every Oromo 
tribe and sub-tribe, especial-
ly the 12 major groups.

Inter-tribal warfare 
and conflict has hindered 
ministry among the Eastern 
Guji tribe. Pray for stability 
and peace, and for Christ-
centered reconcilitiation 
between the various factions.

Praise God for the will-
ingness of Ethiopian mis-
sionaries to reach out to the 
Oromo cross-culturally, even 
though one of their own 
was recently martyred. Pray 
for increased intercesssion 
among Ethiopian believers 
for reaching the Oromo. 
their Muslim neighbors.

Every year 135,000 
Oromo Musims

 die without Christ.

Quick Facts
Pop in Ethiopia: 15,000,000
Subgroups (Muslim Pop):
   Ittu: 3,700,000
   Selale: 2,500,000
   Macha: 2,300,000  
   Tulama: 1,900,000
Religion: Islam–Sunni
Believers: 0.01% (MBB)
Scriptures: NT, OT
Ministry Tools: JRGT 
C Status: 3   M Status: 2
MS Subgroups: 15+ Class A- Are members of a Culturally Relevant Church

Class B- Have close accss to a CRC, but have not yet joined
Class C- Have no reasonable or close access to a CRC
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