
Pahari Caste Hindu

Identity: The Pahari caste Hindus are 
a cluster of Himalayan peoples speak-
ing related dialects in a continuum 
between Punjabi and Nepali, and 
sharing a similar culture and history. 
There are around 20 dialect/languages 
in the cluster and over one hundred 
people groups. A high percentage of 
the population (around 30%) are from 
forward/upper castes.
 
Lifestyle: Pahari Hindu society is 
divided primarily into categories, the 
Khasia’s (clean or “twice-born” castes) 
and the Dom (unclean castes). The 
Khasia are farmers, cultivating rice, 
potatoes, wheat, and barley on terraced 
mountain slopes. They also raise sheep, 
goats and cattle. The Dom consist of 
occupational castes such as tailors, 
sweepers, and smiths. Both Khasia and 
Dom spin wool in their homes, but 
only Dom castes engage in weaving. 

Customs: It is not uncommon for 
girls to be married before the age of 

10, however in such cases they will not 
live with their husbands until they reach 
puberty. While living with her husband 
a woman is expected to be faithful to 
him, but when she returns home to visit 
her family she is allowed the freedom to 
pursue whomever she chooses. 

Religion: Pahari Hinduism is regarded 
not only as unorthodox by Hindus in 
the plains, but as degraded. The great 
deities of Hinduism are largely ignored 
in favor of ancestral spirits, such as the 
Pandava brothers, who are the heroic 
warriors in the ancient Mahabharata 
epic. This may be due to the fact that 
the Rajputs (a warrior caste) are the 
dominant, as well as the founding, 
community of Pahari society. Dietary 
restrictions are largely ignored, and 
ritual purity is casually observed, if at 
all. Shamans share as prominent a role 
in religious observances as Brahmins.

Christian Outreach: Historically, the 
Paharis have been the least-evangelized 

Hindu society in India. 
However, in the last decade 
there has been a surge of 
indigenous missionary 
activity among the Pahari, 
and congregations have been 
established in 15 people 
groups. There is now a 
training center for leaders 
that has been established in 
Himachal Pradesh.

How to Pray:
Around 90% of Pahari 
villages and towns are 
without access to a disciple-
making fellowship. Pray 
for the multiplication and 
deployment of cross-cultural 
missionaries and Pahari 
church-planters to fully satu-
rate the entire Himalayan 
region with the gospel.

The Jesus Film has had an 
enormous impact, especially 
among the Garhwali Pahari, 
which has been seen by mil-
lions. Pray for its develop-
ment in all major Pahari 
dialect clusters.

An estimated 18 Pahari 
dialects require their own 
Bible translation or adapta-
tion from a neighboring 
language. Pray for a suf-
ficient number of translation 
teams to be formed and 
commissioned to tackle this 
enormous challenge. Pray 
especially for the completion 
of the Kullu Pahari New 
Testament which can be 
used for adaptations.

Every year 90,000 
Pahari Hindus die 

without Christ.

Quick Facts
Pop. in India: 10,000,000
State Populations:
    Himachal Pradesh: 5,000,000
    Uttarakhand: 4,000,000
    Kashmir: 1,000,000
Religion: Hindu
Believers: 0.05%
Scriptures: NT (2)
Ministry Tools: JGRT 
Church Status: 3  
Mission Status: 2
MS Subgroups: 100+ Class A- Are members of a Culturally Relevant Church

Class B- Have close accss to a CRC, but have not yet joined
Class C- Have no reasonable or close access to a CRC

Indigenous Church Development Stage

1                        2                        3                       4                    5

Ratio of non-Christians 
for every 1 Christian

2,000

1                        2                        3                       4                    5

1

Classes A, B, C

A-<1%
B-9%

C-90%
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Pahari Caste Hindus (cont.)

30 Least-Evangelized Pahari Peoples
    People, Population, % Evangelical, Caste Type
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Kumaoni- The Kumaoni dialect cluster is spoken by around 2.4 million people, primarily in the Kumaon 
Division (one of two administrative regions of Uttarakhand state). The language is closely related to Garhwali 
and Nepali, and includes 14 major dialects. Besides being a language, Kumaoni is also an ethno-cultural identi-
ty for those peoples that use it. Before the conquest and colonization of this region by Rajput and Brahmin im-
migrants (who were fleeing successive Muslim invasions throughout the Middle Ages), Kumaon was dominated 
by the Kol and the Khasa people. The Khasas are an ancient ethnicity that dominated this region for centuries 
and made up the bulk of the population. However, after the Rajput/Brahmin colonization they were largely 
absorbed by these two groups. Even today, there are subgroups called Khasa Brahims and Khasa Rajuuts. The 
word Kumaon means “land of the Kurm,” and refers to the turtle incarnation (or an “avatar”) of the god Shiva. 
Under the Rajputs, at least 164 temples were built honoring Shiva. The Bible has not yet been completed or 
published in Kumaoni, though portions were translated in the early 19th century.

Garhwali- The Garhwali dialect cluster is spoken by around 3-4 million people, primarily in the Garhwal 
divsion of Uttarakhand. It is an important literary language, and around half of all Garhwali speakers can read 
and write in it. There are at least twenty major dialects represented in the cluster, some of which have signifi-
cant influence from Tibeto-Burman languages. Like all Hindi-related languages, it is under strong pressure 
from standard Hindi and in urban areas is gradually losing ground. However, in rural areas, use of the language 
is reported to be vigorous. The name Garhwali refers to the 52 ghars (or chieftanships) which made up the 
Gharwali kingdom founded by Ajai Pal in the 16th century.

Dogri- Dogri is a bridge dialect between Pahari and Punjabi and is spoken by over 2 million people. Like 
most Pahari languages, and unlike other Indo-European languages, Dogri is characterized by its tonal proper-
ties. Dogri speakers are around 65% Hindu and 33% Muslim. Speakers are referred to as Dogras, an ethnonym 
that is shared by low and high caste alike. The territory they occupy is referred to as Duggar. Like the Kumaoni, 
Dogra society is believed to have been principally forged by Rajput domination of the region.

Rajput 2,200,000 0.01% FC
Brahman 1,300,000 0.00% FC
Dogra 850,000 0.00% BC
Silpkar 800,000 0.00% SC
Koli 440,000 0.00% ST
Kumhar 400,000 0.00% SC
Megh 300,000 0.00% SC
Chamar 260,000 0.00% SC
Lohar 165,000 0.00% SC
Dom 150,000 0.00% SC
Thathera 80,000 0.00% BC
Ghirath 70,000 0.00% BC
Jat 55,000 0.00% FC
Barwala 50,000 0.00% SC

Batwal 50,000 0.00% SC
Bhat 48,000 0.00% BC
Badhi 24,000 0.00% SC
Nai 21,000 0.00% BC
Jogi 20,000 0.00% SC
Dhobi 17,000 0.00% SC
Sudh 14,000 0.00% BC
Basith 14,000 0.00% SC
Khatri 14,000 0.00% BC
Chuhra 14,000 0.00% SC
Saryara 13,000 0.00% SC
Bania 12,000 0.00% BC
Chuhra 11,000 0.00% SC
Bajgi 10,000 0.00% SC

Major Linguistic Sub-groups


