
Tujia

Identity: The name Tujia means “origi-
nal inhabitant” in Chinese, though 
many Tujia call themselves Ba. The Ba 
were an ancient Tibeto-Burman people 
which ruled the Han river valley and 
eventually split into several ethnic 
groups. Today, only about 170,000 
Tujia speak their original language, and 
the rest speak Ghao Xong or Chinese. 
They are an official minority in China.

Lifestyle: The Tujia live in the high-
lands and enjoy a mild climate with a 
plentiful water supply. Their traditional 
crops are wet rice, wheat and maize, 
though they also grow cash crops such 
as tea and cotton. The ruggedness of 
the terrain has made development 
difficult, but today most Tujia villages 
have electricity, telephones and access 
to nearby paved roads. As a result, 
many Tujia are becoming successful 
traders and entrepenuers.

Customs: The Tujia are famous for 
their artistry, especially singing, com-

posing and dancing. The Baishou is a 
hand dance which has been developed 
over the last 500 years and involves 70 
gestures to represent various aspects of 
life, including war, hunting, and court-
ship. Their fine and richly patterned 
fabrics were once part of their annual 
tribute to the Chinese imperial court.

Religion: The traditional religion of 
the Tujia is Shamanism, involving the 
ritualized evocation of powerful spirits 
by sacred specialists. On the family 
level, the typical home has a central 
room which is devoted as a shrine to 
the ancestors. Taoist missionaries and 
priests are also active among them. 
Taoism centers on aligning oneself with 
cosmic forces to achieve good health 
and prosperity through various physical 
exercises, rituals and moral behavior. 
In urban areas, the Tujia are becoming 
increasingly secularized.

Christian Outreach: Missionaries first 
began evangelizing the Tujia about 

100 years ago, resulting in 
dozens of churches being 
planted. However, after the 
communist takeover and the 
expulsion of the mission-
ary force, the Tujia church 
ceased to grow evangelisti-
cally. Only recently through 
the influence of renewed 
expatriate missionary effort 
among them has there been 
positive momentum toward 
reaching their own people 
with the gospel.

How to Pray:
Most Tujia believers do 
not have a Bible of their 
own, and there has never 
been a translation in their 
language. Pray for those 
seeking to equip Tujia fami-
lies with the Word of God.

Intercede for a team 
of Tujia believers being 
equipped as “strategy coor-
dinators” for their people, 
with the goal of seeing a 
church planting movement. 

Several overseas Chinese 
congregations have “adopt-
ed” the Tujia in partnership 
with local Han believers. 
Pray for God’s blessing on 
their efforts and for a truly 
contextualized ministry.

Pray for an oupouring 
of God’s Spirit on the Tujia 
church, that every believer 
would have a passion for 
evangelism and outreach.

Every year 70,000 
Tujia die 

without Christ.

Quick Facts
Pop. in China: 8,000,000
Provincial Populations:     
     Hubei: 2,200,000
     Guizhou: 1,100,000
     Hunan: 850,000
     Sichuan: 650,000
Religion: Ethnic, Taoism
Believers: 0.18%
Scriptures: None
Ministry Tools: None 
C Status: 3  M Status: 3
MS Subgroups: 2 Class A- Are members of a Culturally Relevant Church

Class B- Have close accss to a CRC, but have not yet joined
Class C- Have no reasonable or close access to a CRC
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