
Zaza

Identity: The Zaza, also known as 
the Dimli Kurd, are ethnically and 
lingustically related to the Gorani 
cluster in Iran. For decades they have 
been mistakanly classified as Kurds. 
They themselves have consistently re-
jected this identity and insist they are a 
separate ethnicity. Recent ethnographic 
and linguistic research has demonstrat-
ed the legitmacy of this claim.  

Lifestyle: The Zaza live at the headwa-
ters of the Arax, Tigris and Euphrates 
rivers––a region some believe is the 
location of the biblical Eden. Its valleys 
and hills are lush and fertile, producing 
a large percentage of Turkey’s grains 
and vegetables. Some of the Zaza are 
nomadic pastoralists, raising goats, 
cattle and sheep. However, despite the 
region’s potential, Turkey has left many 
villages and towns undeveloped due to 
the unrest caused by Kurdish rebels.

Customs: In the Kuresan clan, chiefs 
are appointed by a Supreme Coun-

cil, which consists of both secular and 
religious leaders. The candidate for 
chieftanship must be of the proper elder 
male descent and without any corporal 
defect. Before ordination his hair and 
beard must be shaved, all except for the 
mustache, which is a symbol of mascu-
linity in Zaza culture.

Religion: The Zaza are followers of 
Alevism, a branch of Shiite Islam with 
many heterdox (some would say hereti-
cal) beliefs. Alevism, as practiced by the 
Zaza, essentially deifies and venerates 
Ali, the founder of Shiism. There is 
evident mixture of animistic, as well as  
Christian traditions (Armenian) in some 
of their ceremonies. However, these tra-
ditions are reported to vary from place 
to place, with no uniform set of beliefs 
and practices. In some areas, the Zaza 
practice a form of “communion” similar 
to the early Christian “love feasts.”

Christian Outrach: Due in part to 
confusion and inclusion with Kurds, 

the Zaza have been largely 
overlooked by mission ef-
forts. No Christian resources 
have been produced in their 
language, and no church 
planting efforts are known 
to exist among them. One 
agency has recently made 
a commitment to assign 
missionary personnel and 
resources to the Zaza as soon 
as they become available.

How to Pray:
The Zaza have only 
recently re-appeared on the 
ethnographic radar due to 
immigration in Germany. 
Pray that they might also 
appear on the radar of evan-
gelical Christians in Europe!

The Jesus Film project has 
a commitment to dubbing 
the film in Dimli. Pray for 
the right speakers to be 
found, and for completion 
of the script’s translation.

The Zaza are seeking to 
develop and preserve their 
language, which up until 
recently has never been 
written. Pray for Christian 
linguists to come alongside 
this movement, and see the 
Scriptures translated and 
embraced by Zaza scholars 
and community leaders.

Pray that the Zaza might 
rediscover the meaning of 
their Christian influenced 
traditions and ceremonies.

Every year 22,000 
Zaza die 

without Christ.

Quick Facts
Pop. in Turkey: 2,500,000
Location: Elazig Province
Language: Dimli
Religion: Shia Islam
Believers: 0.00%
Scriptures: None
Ministry Tools: None
Church Status: 0
Mission Status: 0
Churches: 0
Organizations: 0
MS Subgroups: 5+
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Class A- Are members of a Culturally Relevant Church
Class B- Have close accss to a CRC, but have not yet joined
Class C- Have no reasonable or close access to a CRC
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